AQUA - Aquatic Quality Award

« Pilot scheme — Now with additional APHA funding

« South West Water, South West Lakes Trust, APHA & Bristol
Z00

« Increased biosecurity efforts using stakeholders

« Bronze - simple — Signs, contact, website & publications

« Silver/ Gold wash down stations & Inc surveys



AQUA

TheAquatic Quality Award
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Inspiring biosecurity best practice
for waterway users

Invasive non-native species (INNS) threaten native biodiversity and cost Key criteria for each
the UK over £1.8 billion annually; biosecurity is a recognised method to ) )
reduce the spread of INNS. AQUA was a free regional pilot trial, set up by level of accreditation:
the Bristol Zoological Society, in conjunction with South West Water and

the Animal and Plant Health Agency - part of RAPID LIFE, a 3-year EU ® Site Guardians appointed

LIFE project designed to help reduce the spread of INNS within the UK. Biosecurity awareness-raising

material displayed

® Biosecure behaviour of users
encouraged

AQUA AIMS: ® Active engagement with site
users: INNS & biosecurity

® Target waterbodies open to waterway users ® INNS monitoring & reporting

® Help them increase their biosecurity efforts e (Criteria > stringent/complex

e Tocombat the threat of invasive species as accreditation increases Results of p||ot

® Toenable a‘'Rapid Response’to new invasions AQUA scheme

® Participants can gain their AQUA accreditation award

e Berecognised as a centre that is actively conserving their site 45 sites in SW accredited: 40 Bronze,

e Tomaximise native aquatic and riparian diversity (Sji\S,iiIr\\/;rae:]v;aer?r:nar:?r:Eg, bodting,

® Three levels of the award: bronze, silver and gold p s Scheme is continuing as part of

® Accreditation assessment by independent review panel Further information: RAPID After Life - aiming to expand
nonnativespecies.org/rapid L BeyoRd sauth et
jnightingale@bristolzoo.org.uk gn;?gssge:s;lg;: ;Zrﬁy lipn
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AQUA - Expansion

* Yorkshire Water
e Severn Trent
 RYA

* British Canoeing
» Angling Trust

* Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
e Canal & Rivers Trust
» SupBikeRun




Thank you for listening-

Duestions?

Contact me

Neil Green

UK Biosecurity
Conservation Officer
Bristol Zoological Society

ngreen@bristolzoo.org.uk

@AvonWeedsBoy



