
Aquatic Water Quality Award AQUA



AQUA’s Aims

• Target waterbodies open to waterway users

• Help increase their biosecurity efforts – bridging 

gap between GB strategy and the river bank

• Increase wash down facilities & training

• Help deliver PAPs & Target specific INNS 

• Recognise centres actively conserving their site

to maximise native aquatic and riparian diversity

• Three levels of the award: Bronze, Silver and 

Gold
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Bronze - Site guardians, signs, social media, 

INNS reporting

Silver - Plus: dip tanks, increased survey effort

Gold - Plus: wash-down stations, site-specific 

equipment





AQUA STAGES

Stage 1 - Desktop research

Stage 2 - Communication

Stage 3 - Site visit

Stage 4 - Site Guardian(s) 

appointed

Stage 5 - Training

Stage 6 - Implementation

Stage 7 - Site checks 

Stage 8 - Collate evidence

Stage 9 - Accreditation







AQUA: VOBSTER DIVE SITE



AQUA: KAYAK/PADDLE BOARD SITE



AQUA results

• Approx. 60 sites 

• SWLT / SWW – 32 sites – B-23, S-7, G-2

• National expansion (RIMP boundaries) – APHA funding to 

2025

• Severn Trent & Yorkshire Water

• British Canoeing & Angling Trust

• 15 sites in process now including some NNSS priority sites

• Anglian Water & Thames Water 



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING

Neil Green
UK Conservation Officer
Bristol Zoological Society

ngreen@bzsociety.org.uk

rapidresponse.blog

mailto:ngreen@bzsociety.org.uk
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