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Control

Early detection and 

Rapid response

Prevention

CBD Hierarchical Approach
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Pathway analysis

▪ Pathways ranked 

by the impact of 

species that have 

established since 

1950



Priorities in GB



Pathway action plans

1. Hull fouling

2. Horticultural escapes

3. Horticultural contaminants

4. Ballast water

5. Fishing equipment

6. Zoos and botanic gardens

✓

~

✓
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Asian hornet:

Contingency response

September 2016



Asian hornet – UK vs Belgium

GB – 2 nests

Flanders – 240





Dedicated NNS Inspectorate

▪ Scoping in 2020

▪ Piloting in 2021-22



NNSIP -
monitoring

Rapid 
Response

EWRR

Alerts

INNS 
Inspectorate



BIC Alerts system established



GB Rapid Responses



Baccharis halmifolia eradication

Single site



Myriophyllum heterophyllum



Biol. Control

National 
campaigns

LT Mgmt.

LAGs





Ruddy Duck – still nearly eradicated!



GB Biological Control

Mite - released at 12 
sites in total

Weevil release 
approved 2021Releases ongoing -

different strains



Local Action Groups

Annual LAG workshop



The 16 UK OTs

OTs – Biosecurity project ongoing

Key Action:  Strengthen 
support for OTs



Public awareness







Border biosecurity



European awareness raising

▪ Developing awareness raising materials for 

use across the EU

▪ Integrating Be Plant Wise and Check Clean 

Dry



Guide to gardening 

without invasive 

plants

▪ Over 160 species –

terrestrial and 

aquatic

▪ Plant Alert team at 

Coventry University

▪ Guides for 

landscapers and 

pond owners soon





Evidence Strategic Plan

▪ Signed off by Programme Board in April 

2022

▪ 10 years+ in development – in various forms



…. There is a lot going on

But are we succeeding? 



Plant 
Health

Animal
Health

Fish 
Health

Bee
Health

Biosecurity – success in last 20 years

53
0 Established

4 
0 Established

409
9 Established

16
0 Established

98% Success rate

482 listed species – all but 9 kept out



How do INNS compare 

2 species definitely prevented



Rapid response - successes

5 ‘established’ species eradicated from GB



INNS Established in 20 years

240 NNS (25-30 INNS)
Expected to establish 

7 prevented = 25% success rate



Existing regimes have resources + 

inspectorates



Long-term Control



Number of widespread species continue to 

grow



Environmental Audit Committee

Recommendations



Dedicated NNS Inspectorate needed

▪ From 2020



EAC on Communications

▪ ‘We recommend that it revives its public 

awareness campaigns and broadens them 

further than their present focus on aquatic 

plants’.



EAC on Biological Control

Government should expand support



EAC on Environmental land management 

schemes

Management of INNS should feature in ELM



▪ NNSS should get £3 

million per annum

▪ Rapid responses

▪ Maintain specialist 

capacity

EAC on GB Non-native Species Secretariat



EAC on Local Action Groups

▪ Government needs to take a more strategic 

approach

▪ ‘Government should fund LAGs on a long 

term (5-yearly basis) and coordinate them 

through the NNSS’



Refreshed Strategy 2022

Prevention

INNS
Inspectorate

Communications

Aim – cut new establishments by 50%?



Refreshed Strategy 2022

EWRR

Rapid 
Responses

Specialist 
capacity

Aim – remove XX% recently established 
species?



Refreshed Strategy 2022

LT Control

LAG 
Coordination

ELM funding
LIFE?


