SEMINAR: 150 YEARS OF JAPANESE KNOTWEED...

Wednesday 2nd May 2011, Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester
This year, Japanese Knotweed Solutions are celebrating their 10th Anniversary and to mark the occasion are holding a seminar focusing on the History of Japanese Knotweed Management and Eradication over the last 150 Years.

As we are sure you are aware, Japanese Knotweed is one of the most damaging invasive species to have arrived in the UK. It was introduced from Asia to Europe in the early nineteenth century as an ornamental and fodder plant. In its native Japan, the plant presents little problem due to natural controls that have evolved to co-exist alongside the plant, providing a natural brake to its spread. However in Britain it has no natural control and is now recognised as the country’s most invasive species. Its vigorous growth can cause damage to buildings, paving and hard surfaces, rivers and railways. It is also massively damaging to our native biodiversity, growing to the preclusion of all of our British plants.
Recent statements by mortgage lenders and refusal to lend on properties affected by Japanese Knotweed have raised the profile of the plant to new heights. News articles have featured properties blighted by knotweed and house values have been shown to diminish when the plant is found. The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors have been keen to clarify the issues involved and are to produce a new advisory note in March 2011.
With this new found notoriety, Japanese Knotweed Solutions feel that a review is required and are proposing a seminar to cover a variety of issues including, Initial introduction and establishment of Japanese Knotweed in the UK, Code of Practice and Wildlife and Countryside Act, Management Strategies, Eradication techniques 1981–2011+, The American experience – Japanese Knotweed, Council of Mortgage Lenders update, Trade body, Psyllid Aphid update and Case studies.
We are pleased to announce that the following speaker will be presenting on the day:

· Mr Trevor Renals, Environment Agency

· Colin Hawke, Cornwall Knotweed Forum
· Mr Gary Andrews, Nomix Enviro

· Mr Simon Johnson, Eden Rivers Trust

· Mr David Clough, Axis 
· Mark Prout, Ebsford

· Mr Rob Smith , Blueleaf

The speakers will be introduced by Mr Michael Clough who will be hosting the event as well as updating the visitors with current best practice as used by Japanese Knotweed Solutions.  Mike will also be giving a short presentation on his recent trip to America where he has been speaking to the Ecological Association of Landscapers ref Japanese Knotweed issues in the UK.  

To book your place for this event, which will include LUNCH and FREE PARKING, on Wednesday 2nd May, at the Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester, please click here to download the booking form.

PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO HIGH INTEREST, PLACES WILL BE ISSUED ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS.
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