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Persuasive Writing (Invasive non-native species) – Teachers’ Notes

Who is it for? 

11-14 year olds

How long will it take?
The activity is ideal as a 1-hour session.
Learning outcomes: Students will learn about the importance and applications of persuasive writing, and how to write a successful persuasive piece. They will compare example science communication texts on the topic of invasive non-native species and discuss their strengths and weaknesses, before writing their own persuasive article for a school newspaper or newsletter.
What do you need? 

· Interactive whiteboard or projector

· Computer to connect to whiteboard or projector
· Persuasive Writing PowerPoint presentation

· Copies of the example texts (one copy of each text per student)

· Activity cards (one general information card and one campaign card per student or per pair)
Summary:

Students will be introduced to the importance and applications of persuasive writing, particularly in terms of science communication and encouraging the general public to take action on environmental issues. They will be given two example texts focusing on the issue of invasive non-native species (one poor example and one well-written example) and will be asked to read through and compare these before discussing the effectiveness of each text as a class. Next, they will be introduced to a range of tips and tricks for successful persuasive writing. 

Finally, each student will be given a card containing general information about invasive non-native species and a card focusing on either the ‘Be Plant Wise’ or ‘Check-Clean-Dry’ campaign. Using the information from these cards, the students will then be tasked with writing a persuasive article for the school newsletter or newspaper encouraging the readers to help prevent the spread of invasive non-native species.
Preparation guidelines:

1. Read through the instructions to make sure you understand the activity.

2. Download the Persuasive Writing PowerPoint presentation.
3. Print off the example texts and activity cards.
How to run the session:

1. Find out what the students already know about persuasive writing - this makes a good starting point for further discussion.
2. Introduce the concepts of persuasive writing and science communication by working through the PowerPoint classroom presentation. 

3. Distribute the example texts to the students and ask them to read each one before deciding which they think is more persuasive and why.
4. Discuss as a class the difference between the two styles of text and their strengths and weaknesses.
5. Returning to the PowerPoint presentation, explain the different tips and tricks used to write persuasively.
6. Distribute the activity cards, one general information card and one campaign card (either ‘Be Plant Wise’ or ‘Check-Clean-Dry’) per student or per pair if you would like them to work together.

7. Ask the students to use the information contained in the activity cards to write their own persuasive article for the school newsletter or newspaper, encouraging the readers to help prevent the spread of invasive species.
Suggestions for extension activities:
· Ask the students to prepare a persuasive poster or short speech/assembly on the topic of preventing the spread of invasive non-native species.
For more information on invasive non-native species:

· ARKive - UK invasive species: http://www.arkive.org/uk-invasive-species/ 

· GB Non-native Species Secretariat: http://www.nonnativespecies.org/home/ 
· Be Plant Wise: http://www.nonnativespecies.org/beplantwise/
· Check-Clean-Dry: http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/
